THE   NATAL  REBELLION                                            281

going concern. And why should the Government interfere with the
administration of the law in such a one-sided manner ? If the Licensing
Officers are to exercise their own discretion, unfettered by any con-
siderations save those of justice, how can the Government restrict their
discretion [by] issuing circulars such as the one we are now considering?
The position under the Licensing Law is becoming more and more un-
bearable, and unless some relief can be granted by the Home Govern-
ment, it is merely a question of time as to when British Indian traders
in Natal will have to close their businesses entirely.

Indian Opinion, 14-4-1906

297. THE NATAL REBELLION
The twelve Kaffirs sentenced to capital punishment have been
shot dead.1 The Colonists of Natal are pleased. Mr. Smythe's prestige
has been vindicated. The Imperial Government have had to climb down.
Mr. Churchill made a very good speech in this connection. He showed
that the Imperial Government were entitled to an explanation from
Natal. For, if the Kaffirs did not remain under proper control, the Im-
perial Government were bound to send an expeditionary force. Incidents
that followed, like Mr. Smythe's resignation, are to be ascribed solely to
the speeches made by Mr. Chamberlain's partisans and to the fact that
all the newspapers in South Africa are controlled by that party. Mr.
Churchill pointed out that, if Mr. Smythe's act should become a pre-
cedent, the good feeling between England and the Colonies would not
endure.
While Mr. Churchill was speaking thus, the third chapter of this woe-
ful tale was being written. Though twelve Kaffirs were put to death,
the rebellion, instead of being quelled, has gathered strength. Bambata,
the Kaffir Chief, was deposed and another installed in his place, because
the behaviour of the former was not satisfactory. Seizing the right
opportunity, Bambata kidnapped the new Chief and rose in revolt. And
the disturbance continues in Grey Town. The region in which Bambata
is operating as an outlaw is in difficult terrain full of bushes and trees,
where the Kaffirs, can remain in hiding for long periods. To find
them out and "force a fight is a difficult job.
The small party of soldiers that was on Bambata's trail included the
Englishmen who had shot the twelve Kaffirs. Bambata and his men
encircled the party and, though they fought very bravely, the soldiers
were defeated in the end and managed to escape with great difficulty.
Some of them were killed. The dead included those who had shot the
twelve Kaffirs. Such is the law of God. The executioners met their
death within two days.
1 Vide "Political Turmoil in Natal", pp. 266-7.